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How to Use I Speak Latin

This book provides everything a teacher needs to create an engaging and enjoyable Latin learning
experience, whether at home or in a traditional classroom. There are no student textbooks to purchase, and
all of the activities can be done with a few basic materials, such as index cards, colored pencils, old
magazines, and family photographs.

Each lesson plan covers one topic and takes 15-30 minutes to teach, depending on the size of the group.
Teaching notes (Quid Novī? /kwid NŌ-wē/, What's New) explain the objectives for the lesson and provide
simple grammar explanations. This preparatory material gives you, the teacher, the information you need to
present the lesson, even if you have little or no background in Latin yourself.

Vocabulary Cards

At the end of most lessons, students create flashcards. These cards contain no English, only a picture on
one side of the card and the appropriate Latin word or phrase on the other. The cards are an essential part of
the program and are used for a variety of different activities.

It is very important that the students make the connection between an object or action and the
corresponding Latin word without the intermediary of their native language. There may be instances where
translation is necessary, but it should play a very small role in the lessons. (Grammar explanations take
place in English.)

Scheduling

I Speak Latin includes a total of 64 lessons. The pacing is flexible. Assuming a 36-week school year with
four weeks of catch up or review time built in, suggested completion times are as follows:

Students who begin in… Can complete the program in…

Grades 3-4 Two years (=1 lesson per week)

Grades 5-6 One year (=2 lessons per week)

All students should also allot at least one 20-minute lesson period a week for vocabulary review.
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How to Pronounce Latin… Like a Barbarian

New Latin teachers, particularly homeschooling parents, often worry about how to pronounce Latin.
Should they use the Restored Classical pronunciation preferred by university teachers and classics scholars?
Or should they teach Ecclesiastical Latin for its relevance to religion and music? What about
regional accents coming through in Latin?

Today most scholars model their Latin pronunciation on that of the educated class during the reign of
Augustus, but this is a convention based on a number of factors, not least an academic bias toward the
high literary culture of that time. However, Latin was spoken long before the Augustan Age and continued to
be used as a spoken language into the Middle Ages and beyond. At its height, the Roman Empire stretched
from Hadrian's Wall at the Scottish border to North Africa and the Middle East. Regional accents in Latin
were at least as varied as those of countries where English is spoken today.

The accents of almost all contemporary Latin speakers reflect their respective mother tongues, for the simple
reason that all modern speakers have learned Latin as a foreign language, usually as teens or adults. We are all
“barbarians.” As with any language, the bottom line is that we are able to understand each other well enough
to communicate.

So please do not worry about the “correct” accent. Speak Latin like a barbarian, and speak it proudly!

The good news is that, whatever your background, Latin is easy to pronounce. It is phonetically regular,
and most of the letters sound like they do in English. This edition of I Speak Latin uses Restored Classical
pronunciation.

Classical Latin has the following vowel sounds1:

a /a/ as in pasta (short)
ā /ä/as in father (longer)
ae /ī/ like the English word eye
au /ow/as in cow
e /e/ as in bet
ē, ei /ā/as in cape
eu /āü/ as in Spanish euro
i /i/ as in tip
ī /ē/ as in meet
o /ô/as in off
ō /ō/ as in hole
oe /oy/ as in toy
u /û/ as in put (Do not confuse with the schwa sound in putt!)
ū /ü/as in rule
ui /ui/as in the Spanish muy
y /ue/as in the French tu or the German hübsch (only appears in words of Greek origin)

Be careful not to insert a /y/ sound after the single vowels, as we often do in English. The Latin word cur –
why – is not pronounced like the English word cure. Note, too, that Latin vowel length can be affected by the
vowel’s position in the word, as is the case in English.

1 I’ve chosen a slightly modified version of the pronunciation symbols used in the Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary
because they are likely to be familiar to readers. The sample English words assume “American broadcast English,” the
neutral accent used by anchors on national television news in the United States.
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The consonants are pronounced as follows:

b /b/ as in ball
c /k/ always hard as in cat
d /d/ as in dog
f /f/ as in fall
g /g/ always hard as in got
gn /ñ/ as in lasagne or piñata
h /h/ as in hat (becomes silent in post-classical Latin)
j /y/ as in yard (post-classical Latin only)
k /k/ as in kick (rare in Latin)
l /l/ as in let
m /m/ as in mat
n /n/ as in nun
p /p/ as in pop
qu /kw/ as in quick
r /r/ as in ran
s /s/ always the sound in sun, not the /z/ sound in goes
t /t/ as in tip
v /w/ sounds like the English W in wet
w /w/ or /ü/ in initial position, as in wet; otherwise as in cool (post-classical Latin only)
x /ks/ as in exit
z /z/ as in zone (only appears in words of Greek origin)

Please familiarize yourself with the phonetic symbols above, as they are used in the pronunciation guides in
the lessons that follow.

Syllables that appear in capital letters receive the accent:

Salvē, Magistra! /SAL-wā, ma-GĒ-stra!/ = Hello, teacher!
Bene! /BE-ne!/ = OK. Well done!

The best way to familiarize yourself with the sounds of Latin is to hear it spoken. Audio files for the lessons
are available at https://quidnampress.com/curriculum/i-speak-latin/audio/. You can also search the internet for
“living Latin” videos and recordings.

Additional Resources

The following titles, although not necessary to teach I Speak Latin, make helpful references.

John C. Traupman, Conversational Latin for Oral Proficiency, 4th ed. (ISBN 978-0-86516-622-6).
John C. Traupman, The Bantam New College Latin & English Dictionary, 3rd ed. (ISBN 978-0-553-59012-8).
Norma W. Goldman, English Grammar for Students of Latin, 3rd ed. (ISBN 978-0-934034-34-0).

https://quidnampress.com/curriculum/i-speak-latin/audio/
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Lesson One

Quid Novī?

In this lesson, you will introduce four simple commands in Latin: surge – stand up, consīde – sit down, ī – go,
and venī – come. You and your students will also decide on a way to indicate the need to switch from Latin
to English for a short time to clear up confusion.

The commands are given in the imperative form of the verb. The word “imperative” comes from the
Latin word imperō, which means to command. You will be addressing each student individually during this
lessons, using the singular form of the imperative.

The teaching technique used in this lesson is called Total Physical Response, or TPR. Students move
around and act out the words physically. This is an excellent way to introduce action verbs, and we will be
using it often during the course of this program.

To prepare for this lesson, make sure your students have space to move around. Put a piece of paper with
a big X on it on the floor at least four or five steps away from the students' seating area. Work with one
student at a time, using English names. In the script, I have used the name “Iūlia” as a model. Students begin
the lesson seated.

Lesson Plan

Teacher says… Teacher does… Student does…

Iūlia, surge.
/YÜ-lē-a, SÜR-ge./
Julia, stand up.

Make rising gesture with hands. If
necessary, demonstrate by standing
up yourself. When student stands
up…

Student stands.

Bene!
/BE-ne!/
Good!

Applaud.

Iūlia, consīde.
/YÜ-lē-a, kôn-SĒ-de./
Julia, sit down.

Make “down” gesture. Demonstrate
sitting, if necessary.

Student sits.

Bene!
/BE-ne!/
Good!

Applaud. Repeat the commands
several more times. When the
student is standing…

Iūlia, ī!
/YÜ-lē-a, Ē!/
Julia, go!

Point to the paper with the X. Make
“shooing” motion. Once the student
has moved to the spot…

Student moves.

Bene!
/BE-ne!/
Good!

Applaud.

Iūlia, venī!
/YÜ-lē-a, WE-nē!/
Julia, come!

Make beckoning gesture until student
returns. Repeat the commands

Student returns.
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several more times. When the
student is back at the seating area…

Bene, consīde.
/BE-ne, kôn-SĒ-de./
Good. Sit down.

Repeat with remaining students until
each has had a turn.

Student sits.

As you can see, TPR lessons can be fun. Spontaneous, humorous moments make lessons all the more
enjoyable. Don't be afraid to get silly!

After the TPR activity, you will want to debrief in English with your students. Check for comprehension. As a
class, settle on a method for signaling the need for a time out when the students are confused, or if the
teacher needs to stop and regroup. Possible signals include the following:

● the T-shaped time-out gesture used in sports
● thumbs up for “I understand”/thumbs down for “I’m lost” (Switch back and forth rapidly for “I

sorta, kinda get it, but I’m not 100% sure.”)
● index cards with a check mark (=yes), an X (=no), and a question mark (=I’m confused) on them

Using one of these signals acts like a “pause button” for the lesson. Everyone can use English until the
confusion has been cleared up. To restart the lesson, ask, Bene? (OK?) and when you get the go-ahead
(thumbs up, etc.), continue with the lesson from where you left off.

To complete today’s lesson, distribute index cards to each student, then draw a stick figure for each action on
the board. Under each drawing, write the Latin word.

surge: figure rising from chair (up arrow between chair seat and figure)
consīde: same, but with down arrow
ī: Arrow from figure to X
venī: Arrow from X to figure

Students make individual cards for each word, with the stick figure on the unlined side of the card and the
Latin word on the other. Have students orient the cards horizontally so they can be filed easily.
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Lesson Two

Quid Novī?

In this lesson, we will introduce the greeting words Salvē – hello – and Valē – goodbye. In addition, you will
teach the words for “teacher” and “student,” so you and your pupils can address each other more easily.

There are several grammar concepts at work here. First, although it will not become apparent until a later
lesson, students are learning the singular forms of the greetings. These forms are used when addressing only
one person. Next, they will encounter the concept of grammatical gender. If you are a woman, you will use
the feminine word Magistra – teacher – to refer to yourself; if you are a man, use Magister, the masculine
equivalent. Likewise, a male pupil is discipulus, and a female one is discipula.

Finally, you will be using the vocative form of these nouns to address each other. The term “vocative” comes
from the Latin verb that means “call,” and is the root of English word vocation (“calling”). The vocative form
is used when speaking to a person directly, by name. If you were to translate the sentence “John, come here,
please!” into Latin, the name “John” would appear in the vocative case. Many vocative forms in Latin are the
same as the nominative (subject) form, but most nouns ending in -us change to -e. So when addressing a
discipulus directly, you will say discipule.

The word dīc /dēk/ is an imperative singular meaning “say.”

It is not necessary to explain these points to your students; they are for your understanding and assistance.

Lesson Plan

Warm up by repeating the TPR activity from Lesson One with each student. Some students may have
completely forgotten the words; don’t worry. Just repeat the activity for a minute or two before moving on.
With repeated exposure, the words will sink in. Allow students to refer to their cards if necessary.

Once the students are all seated again, introduce the new material. In the script, the teacher is addressing a
male student. A female student would be addressed as discipula /di-SKI-pü-la/.

Teacher says… Teacher does… Student does…

Magistra/Magister sum.
/ma-GĒ-stra/ma-GĒ-ster
sûm./
I am a teacher.

Point to yourself and repeat:

Magistra. Ma-gi-stra sum.
/ma-GĒ-stra. ma-GĒ-stra
sûm./
Teacher. I am a teacher.

Now point to a (male) student.

Discipulus es. Dis-ci-pu-lus.
/di-SKI-pû-lûs es. di–SKI–pû–lûs./
You are a student.

Point emphatically at the student.

Magistra…
/ma-GĒ-stra… /
Teacher…

Point at yourself…
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… discipulus.
/...di-SKI-pû-lûs./
Student.

Point at the student.

Bene?
/BE-ne?/
OK?

Raise eyebrows and tilt head to say
“Do you understand?”

Bene. Discipule, surge.
/BE-ne. di-SKI-pû-le, SÜR-ge./
OK. Student, stand up.

Point to the student and make rising
gesture with hands. Approach the
student, smile, and hold out your
hand for a handshake.

Student stands.

Salvē, discipule!
/SAL-wā, di-SKI-pû-le!/
Hello, student.

Shake the student’s hand, repeating
the phrase several times. Then point
to yourself and in a stage whisper,
say…

Dīc, “Salvē, magistra!”
/dēk, “SAL-wā, ma-GĒ-stra!”/
Say, “Hello, teacher!”

If the student does not repeat the
phrase, point to your mouth and
repeat:

Dīc, “Salvē!”
/dēk, “SAL-wā!”/
Say… Hello!

When the student says the word,
repeat:

Student says, “Salvē, magistra!”

Salvē, discipule!
/SAL-wā, di-SKI-pû-le!/
Hello, student.

Shake hands heartily. Then let go,
turn away slightly, and wave over
your shoulder.

Valē, discipule!
/WA-lā, di-SKI-pû-le!/
Goodbye, student.

Continue walking away and repeating
the phrase. If the student does not
reply, use your stage whisper.

Dīc, “Valē!”
/dēk, “WA-lā!”/
Say... Goodbye!

When the student replies, applaud. Student says, “Valē!”

Bene, discipule! Consīde.
/BE-ne, di-SKI-pû-le! kôn-SĒ-de./
Good, student. Sit down.

When the student returns to his seat,
repeat the process with remaining
students.

Student sits.

To complete the lesson, make index cards for the new words:

magistra/magister: large figure with graduation cap
discipulus: small figure holding a book
discipula: small figure with hair bow holding a book
salvē: two figures shaking hands
valē: two figures walking away from each other, waving
dīc: picture of a face with open mouth, lines coming out to indicate sound


